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it very hard, that they should be singled out to pay heavier taxes than others, at a time when by the decrease of the value of their parishes they are less able to bear them.
VII.  That the legislature hath heretofore distinguished the Clergy by exemptions, and not by additional loads, and the present Clergy of the kingdom hope they have  not deserved worse of the legislature than their predecessors.
VIII.  That by the original constitution of these kingdoms, the Clergy had the sole right of taxing themselves, and were in possession of that right as low as the Restoration: And if that right be now devolved upon the Commons by the cession of the Clergy, the Commons can be considered in this case in no other light than as the guardians of the Clergy.
IX.  That besides those tithes always in the possession of the Clergy; there are some portion of tithes lately come into their possession by purchase ; that if this clause should take place, they would not be allowed the benefit of these purchases, upon an equal footing of advantage with the rest of their fellow-subjects.    And that some tithes in the hands of impropriators, are under settlements and mortgages.
X.  That the gentlemen of this House should consider, that loading the  Clergy   is  loading   their   own   younger brothers and children; with this additional grievance, that it is taking from the younger and poorer, to give to the elder and richer.    And,
Lastly', That, if^it were at any time just and proper to do this, it would however be too severe to do it now, when all the tithes of the kingdom are known for some years past to have sunk above one-third part in their value.
Any income in the hands of the Clergy, is at least as useful to the public, as the same income in the hands of the laity.
It were more reasonable to grant the clergy in three parts of the nation an additional support, than to diminish their present subsistence.
Great employments are and will be in the hands of Englishmen ; nothing left for the younger sons of Irishmen but vicarages, tide-waiters' places, &c.; therefore no reason to make them worse.
The Modus upon the flax in England, affects only lands reclaimed since the year 1690, and is at the rate of five